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Description of the programme 
 

1. Summary 
Although sustainable development concerns all areas of our existence, the pattern of 
resource use in the concept is focussed almost entirely on natural resource management 
where the environmental, economical and social aspects are equally taken into consideration. 
Ironically, while nature conservation always constitute an integral part of conservation 
programmes, the conservation of cultural heritage is not that obvious. Regarding the 
interdisciplinary character of the sustainability concept, nature and culture conservation 
should be integrated into one holistic system, where the preservation and remediation of 
cultural landscapes would embrace both the key issues of nature conservation and 
preservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of ecosystem services and the conservation of 
cultural heritage. Cultural landscapes are sites associated with a significant event, activity, 
person or group of people; they can be grand estates, farmlands, public gardens and parks, 
college campuses, cemeteries, scenic highways, and industrial sites or works of art, narratives 
of cultures, and expressions of regional identity. Cultural landscapes can range from 
thousands of hectares of rural tracts of land to a small homestead with a front yard of less 
than one hectare. Like historic buildings and districts, they reveal aspects of a country's origins 
and development through their form, features, and the ways they were used. Cultural 
landscapes also reveal much about our evolving relationship with the natural world. This 
Master Degree Curriculum aims to educate managers for conservation of cultural landscapes 
and regional development on a new, international educational platform. The Curriculum has 
a highly interdisciplinary approach, which substantially contributes to the development of a 
further International Joint Master Degree by the participating institutions. The focus is set on 
applying the competences to the questions of sustainable management of cultural landscapes 
through applied conservation science taking into account the needs and possibilities of 
societal transformation. It combines the strengths and specializations in teaching and top 
research of several partner universities, thereby offering the students a programme 
recognized in the countries of the consortium partners and the possibility of going on to PhD-
studies as well as increasing the employability in the private, public and semi-public sector. 
 
2. The structure and contents of the Master Programme 
CLM has been developed as curriculum of an existing Master Degree, i.e. Architettura del 
Paesaggio- LM-3 (Landscape Architecture), a new Programme in Italian, lauched  in the 
academic year 2020/2021, already approved and nationally accredited. The structure of LM-
3 is shown in Fig. 1. 



 
Fig. 1 – Structure of the Curriculum in Landscape Architecture 
 
Curriculum in Landscape Architecture is an interdisciplinary Science gathering highly diverse 
competences and Cultures. The programme is mostly targeted (and probably limited) to first 
cycle graduates in Architecture and Agricultural Sciences. 
The development of the new curriculum CLM inside the Master Degree LM-3 aims to overpass 
that limitation by offering an higer level of attraction to graduate students of larger 
disciplines, such as Earth Sciences, Engineering, Natural Sciences, Environmental Sciences. 
Moreover, since it is delivered entirely in English, CLM will attract international students. 
With the launch of CLM, the final structure of the LM-3 will be a Master Degree with two 
independent curricula: Landscape Architecture (AP), in Italian, and Cultural Landscapes 
Management (CLM), in English (Fig. 2). 
 

 
Fig. 2 – Structure of the Master Degree LM-3 with two curricula, AP and CLM. 
 



Besides, the development of the Curriculum CLM will complete the educational offer in LM-3 
in terms of contents, as knowledge, competencies and skills acquired by students are 
different in the two curricula. 
CLM curriculum will start in the academic year 2021/2022 and has a certain difference in 
structure from curriculum AP, since hase been adapted to the international context steered 
by the SUMCULA Partnership (Fig. 3). We implemented shared flexible structure and 
contents, satisfying, from one side, needs and guideline fixed in the SUMCULA project, and 
respecting the Italian regulation in matter of higher education on the other side. 
 

 
Fig. 3 – Structure of the curriculum CLM in LM-3. 
 
 
3. Detailed structure of the programme 
The curriculum CLM is organized in 4 semesters, total 120 ECTS almost equally subdivided per 
semester, providing 10 credits for the thesis work and 6 credits to be acquired with the 
internship, both in the last semester. The educational path is common for all students in the 
I, II and III semesters, while in the IV semester CLM offer the free choice to student of 4 
profiles with different specializations. 
CLM provides 3 credits for students in perfectioning English language. School of language at 
University of Palermo will hold courses for students at least to obtain the level B2. 
Finally, CLM curriculum provides 8 credits that students have to acquire by choosing optional 
free but pertinent subjects inside the University of Palermo, or in the hosting istitutions in 
case of Erasmus+ mobility for study.   
 
Contents, in terms of subjects, have been agreeded with SUMCULA partners, and are 
organised in 1, or 2, or 3 modules (Fig. 4). 
 
 



 
Fig. 4 – Structure and contents of the curriculum CLM in LM-3. 
 
National regulation permits to Italian universities to modify, within certain ranges, structure 
and contents, from one academic year to the successive one. This flexibility will be helpful in 
adapting the CLM over time according the needs of the partnership, especially in tems of re-
organisation of ECTS assignment. 
 
Many modules, or even complete subjects, are provided in form of laboratory (i.e. practical 
works) while others are organized in theoretical hours (lectures), field and again lab activities. 
Students in CLM will have to pass 11 exams/tests (1 per subject) to complete the educational 
path. Internship is mandatory, as well as the thesis work, that will be discussed for the final 
examination during the graduation day. 
 
Specific contents of subjects/modules cover all the topics agreeded by the SUMCULA 
Partnership during the project. 
 
 



4. Learning outcomes 
After successfully completed studies the new graduates will be able: 
 
Knowledge and understanding 
 
General requirement 
- demonstrate knowledge and understanding in the main field of study, including both broad 
knowledge of the field and a considerable degree of specialised knowledge in certain areas of 
the field as well as insight into current research and development work, and 
- demonstrate specialised methodological knowledge in the main field of study. 
 
Specific requirement 
- to identify and classify cultural landscapes and analyse their features from ecological, social, 
cultural and economic aspects; 
- to recognize economical and societal development trends and their beneficial or adverse 
impact on cultural landscapes; 
- to discuss, from the perspectives of Landscape Science, sustainable natural resource 
management, agriculture, environmental protection, regional and rural planning, exploitation 
of renewable energy resources, and the preservation and development of cultural and natural 
qualities and properties; 
 
Competence and skills 
 
General requirements 
 
- demonstrate the ability to critically and systematically integrate knowledge and analyse, 
assess and deal with complex phenomena, issues and situations even with limited 
information 
- demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues critically, autonomously and 
creatively as well as to plan and, using appropriate methods, undertake advanced tasks within 
predetermined time frames and so contribute to the formation of knowledge as well as the 
ability to evaluate this work 
- demonstrate the ability in speech and writing both nationally and internationally to clearly 
report and discuss his or her conclusions and the knowledge and arguments on which they 
are based in dialogue with different audiences, and 
- demonstrate the skills required for participation in research and development work or 
autonomous employment in some other qualified capacity. 
 
Specific requirements 
 
- to carry out a complex resource audit of a development area by application of Earth System 
Science and Heritage Science; 
- to formulate a strategic development plan by applying the principles of stakeholder 
management based on a participatory approach and develop strategically important inter-
agency working relations in connection with regional planning, protection and remediation 
of cultural landscapes, including 



- the application of relevant EU-legislation concerning the protection of environment 
and cultural heritage; 

- the application and interpretation of results of remote sensing and GIS in resource 
assessment, environmental monitoring of cultural landscapes and regional or local 
planning; 

- formulation of strategic plans for regional planning including the protection and, if 
necessary, the remediation of cultural landscapes; 

- drafting of strategic plans for development of sustainable tourism in natural 
protection areas and cultural landscapes including areas of particular ecological 
sensitivity; 

 
 
Judgement and approach 
 
General requirements 
 
- demonstrate the ability to make assessments in the main field of study informed by relevant 
disciplinary, social and ethical issues and also to demonstrate awareness of ethical aspects of 
research and development work; 
- demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in society and 
the responsibility of the individual for how it is used, and 
- demonstrate the ability to identify the personal need for further knowledge and take 
responsibility for his or her ongoing learning. 
 
Specific requirements 
 
- to discuss the nature of the sustainable use of ecosystem services in the planning areas; 
- to be aware of different means for communicating plans, decisions, results or emergency 
measures to the general public; 
- explain and motivate the need for conservation, remediation and development activities for 
a specific landscape, 
- to construct and maintain strategic regional, national and international networks in order to 
ensure smooth implementation of strategic development plans. 
 
 
5. Independent project (degree project) 
A requirement for the award of a Degree of Master (120 credits) is completion by the student 
of an independent project (degree project) for 10 credits in the main field of study. 
 
 
6. Entry requirements 
Wide range of entrants, but basic knowledge in natural and environmental sciences and in 
social sciences will be required. In order to allow the widest possible rate of entrants, entry-
support courses should be provided for those, who need a better base to be able to 
successfully follow the programme. 
 
 



7. Language requirements 
Good knowledge of English is required (at least B1 level). At University of Palermo there are 
facilities for international students to improve their English. However, selection criteria in 
their home countries often involve exams in English. 
 
8. Contribution of the SUMCULA Partners to the CLM 
Partners already contributed effectively in developping structure and contens of CLM. 
Partner Staff (external to University of Palermo) will contribute to the programme constantly 
over time offering lectures, seminars, assistance in field works and lab activities. In the 
module descriptions (Fig. 5) specific staff have been nominally indicated, as well as some 
focus topics to develop in their teaching activity. Teaching Staff and topics have been selected 
from the Database of Skills and Competencies developed in the specific task of SUMCULA 
project. 
 
 



 
Fig. 5 – Scheme of the Subject/Module description. 
 
Teaching activity provided by SUMCULA staff might be online, or in presence via Erasmus+ 
mobility or via further internal mobility programmes. 
Non-Academic SUMCULA Partners will contribute with focus seminars and especially offering 
the possibility of internships to students. 
 
9. Future developments of CLM (path to the International Joint Master Programme) 
The international curriculum CLM, that is entirely in English language, represent a very 
important strarting point in SUMCULA permanent partnership as it is a model, of course 
perfectible over time,  that can imported by Partners and adopted/adapted in their 
educational offer. The final aim  is to develop a CLM International Joint Master Degree 
Programme among some Partners of SUMCULA. Intermediate steps to this final target should 



be achieved by the Partnership developing “Double” of “Multiple Title” CLM, i.e reciprocal 
aknowledgement of the Degree, sharing at least one semester, and exchanging students. 
Since CLM will be merged into the International Joint Master, it could be extracted from the 
LM-3 and transformed in an independent Master Degree (i.e. not longer a curriculum of LM-
3) 
 

 
Fig. 5 – A possible plan for transforming CLM in an International Joint Master Degree. 
 


