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Description of the programme  
 

1. Summary 

Although sustainable development concerns all areas of our existence, the pattern of resource 

use in the concept is focussed almost entirely on natural resource management where the 

environmental, economical and social aspects are equally taken into consideration.  Ironically, 

while nature conservation always constitute an integral part of conservation programmes, the 

conservation of cultural heritage is not that obvious. Regarding the interdisciplinary character 

of the sustainability concept, nature and culture conservation should be integrated into one 

holistic system, where the preservation and remediation of cultural landscapes would embrace 

both the key issues of nature conservation and preservation of biodiversity, sustainable use of 

ecosystem services and the conservation of cultural heritage. Cultural landscapes are sites 

associated with a significant event, activity, person or group of people; they can be grand 

estates, farmlands, public gardens and parks, college campuses, cemeteries, scenic highways, 

and industrial sites or works of art, narratives of cultures, and expressions of regional identity. 

Cultural landscapes can range from thousands of hectares of rural tracts of land to a small 

homestead with a front yard of less than one hectare. Like historic buildings and districts, they 

reveal aspects of a country's origins and development through their form, features, and the ways 

they were used. Cultural landscapes also reveal much about our evolving relationship with the 

natural world. This Master Programme aims to educate managers for conservation of cultural 

landscapes and regional development on a new, international educational platform. The 

programme has a highly interdisciplinary approach, which substantially contributes to the 

curriculum development of the participating institutions, by offering one joint degree in this 

combined, holistic course. The focus is set on applying the competences to the questions of 

sustainable management of cultural landscapes through applied conservation science taking 

into account the needs and possibilities of societal transformation. It combines the strengths and 

specializations in teaching and top research of six partner universities, thereby offering the 

students a programme recognized in the countries of the consortium partners and the possibility 

of going on to PhD-studies as well as increasing the employability in the private, public and 

semi-public sector.  

 

2. The content and structure of the programme 
During the first two semesters students will attend lectures, seminars, laboratory exercises and 

field work. The course of the two first semesters are mandatory and are, together with the fourth 

semester, offered on one of the the following universities: 

1. University of Palermo, Italy www.unipa.it  

2. University of Pécs, Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Education and Regional Development, 

Hungary, www.pte.kpvk.hu 

3. Slovak Agricultural University, Nitra, Slovakia www.uniag.sk  

4. Mendel University, Brno, Czech Republic  www.mendelu.cz  

Each of these higher education institution will adopt this master programme with identical 

subjects but adapted to their national and regional conditions.  

 

During the third semester, the student will choose an individual in-depth orientation through 

electable courses. These courses are provided by any of the universities in the network, i.e. the 

four above and the six universities below. Any of the universities in the network could 

contribute to courses during semester 1 and 2. 

 

http://www.unipa.it/
http://www.pte.kpvk.hu/
http://www.uniag.sk/
http://www.mendelu.cz/
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 University of Gothenburg, Department of  Conservation (UGOT-C), 

www.conservation.gu.se 

 Ecole des Métiers de l'Environnement (EME), Institut Polytechnique Unilasalle, 

Bauvais, France, www.unilasalle.fr 

 Universitat Rovira i Virgili, Tarragona, Spain, www.urv.cat 

 Hochschule für Technik und Wirtschaft (HTW) Dresden, Germany, www.htw-

dresden.de 

 Pannon Egyetem (University of Pannonia), Georgikon Faculty, www.uni-pannon.hu 

and www.georgikon.hu 

 Wyzsza Szkola Turystyki i Ekologii (University College for Tourism and Ecology) w 

Suchej Beskidzkiej (WSTiE), www.wste.edu.pl 

 

These six universities represent specific opportunities for in-depth studies providing, together 

with the four main universities, possibilities for specializations directed towards everything 

relevant in the field of landscape management. However, all students will have a common 

base of knowledge and skills acquired during the first two semesters.  

Examples: 

 Heritage manager / heritage strategist 

 National park manager 

 Waste management specialist  

 Natural resources manager 

 Environmental manager and controller (inspector) 

 Regional and local planner 

 Urban planner 

 International development officer (capacity builder in developing countries or areas of 

economic and social depression) 

 Ecovillage designer 

 Teacher 

 Research scientist 

 Journalist with special competence in rural and regional development 

 Policy maker 

 

The course structure of the programme is comprehensive and contains a well designed system 

of theoretical and practical modules. During the first semester foundation courses and a number 

of practical modules (excursions, field works, summer-trainings) of the programme will be 

provided. Already during the first semester the interdisciplinary approach of the programme is 

obvious: Earth System Science and environmental management systems constitute the first 

natural scientific base of the programme, followed by the introduction of the cultural landscape 

concept and the classification, characteristics and management of cultural landscapes.  

 

 

3. Detailed structure of the programme 

 

The subject areas cover a wide range of topics, which need to be specified and divided into 

modules to understand the application of the holistic cultural landscape concept in education. 

The first two semesters include all compulsory subjects with a certain level of flexibility 

depending on the previous qualifications of students at entry level (i.e. if a student studied 

GIS and Remote Sensing at the appropriate level, she/he will not need to attend the 8 hec 

http://www.conservation.gu.se/
http://www.unilasalle.fr/
http://www.urv.cat/
http://www.htw-dresden.de/
http://www.htw-dresden.de/
http://www.uni-pannon.hu/
http://www.georgikon.hu/
http://www.wste.edu.pl/
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course in the first semester but may study other relevant courses available). Case studies will 

be available in different contexts during the whole MSc course, providing continuous 

practical training along with theoretical education.  

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3 Semester 4 

    

Introduction to 

cultural landscapes: 

definitions, 

classification, concepts 

of conservation (4 hec) 

– case studies: 

landscape types 

Development impacts 

on different cult. 

landscapes. Theory + 

case studies in different 

landscape types. (5 hec)  

Electable courses for 

different specialisations, 

building on the previous 

studies, and experiences 

of the students (30 hec) 

Diploma work 
(30 hec).  

Earth System Science 

– Biogeochemical 

Cycles, 

properties of and 

transfers between the 

key reservoirs, system 

integration, impact of 

human activities – 

concepts of Global 

Change (5 hec) 

Case studies: climate 

change 

Renewable resources 

and circular economy. 

Linking renewable 

energy systems and 

agricultural and/or 

industrial production. 

Theory and case 

studies: smart cities, 

permaculture, precision 

org. agriculture, 

aquaponics (3 hec) 

Proposed 

specialisations: 

Policy maker 

Regional planner 

Manager for 

conservation of built 

heritage 

National park manager 

Waste management  

Natural resources 

manager 

etc. 

Possibility: 

diploma work 

within the 

framework of 

internships. 

Develop internat. 

network of 

partner 

institutions. 

Ecosystems and 

ecosystem services (4 

hec) Case studies: nat. 

resources; tourism, 

national parks 

Sustainable modern 

waste management. 

Recycling, waste to 

energy programs. (4 

hec). Theory + cases. 

Courses combined with 

internships including 

longer case studies (3 – 

5 hec) to choose 

diploma work 

 

Diploma work 

can be carried out 

at any of the 

partner 

institutions. GIS and Remote 

Sensing in Landscape 

Management (8 hec) – 

Practical training 

Urban and regional 

planning and land use 

from a heritage 

perspective (8 hec). 

Good and bad practices 

(8 hec). 

 

International 

environment. law (5 

hec) + Cases studies 

Environmental 

sociology (4 hec) 

  

Critical perspectives 

on cultural landscapes 
(4 hec) 

Landscape 

observatories and 

ecomuseums (6 hec) 
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Example of modular structure - Concept of Earth System Science course – modules/subject 

areas - connections  

 

4. Learning outcomes 

After successfully completed studies the new graduates will be able: 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

General requirement 

- demonstrate knowledge and understanding in the main field of study, including both 

broad knowledge of the field and a considerable degree of specialised knowledge in 

certain areas of the field as well as insight into current research and development work, 

and 

- demonstrate specialised methodological knowledge in the main field of study. 

 

Specific requirement 

- to identify and classify cultural landscapes and analyse their features from ecological, 

social, cultural and economic aspects;  

- to recognize economical and societal development trends and their beneficial or adverse 

impact on cultural landscapes; 

- to discuss, from the perspectives of Earth System Science and Heritage Science, 

sustainable natural resource management, agriculture, environmental protection, 
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regional and rural planning, exploitation of renewable energy resources, and the 

preservation and development of cultural and natural qualities and properties;  

 

Competence and skills 

General requirments 

- demonstrate the ability to critically and systematically integrate knowledge and analyse, 

assess and deal with complex phenomena, issues and situations even with limited 

information 

- demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues critically, autonomously and 

creatively as well as to plan and, using appropriate methods, undertake advanced tasks 

within predetermined time frames and so contribute to the formation of knowledge as 

well as the ability to evaluate this work 

- demonstrate the ability in speech and writing both nationally and internationally to 

clearly report and discuss his or her conclusions and the knowledge and arguments on 

which they are based in dialogue with different audiences, and 

- demonstrate the skills required for participation in research and development work or 

autonomous employment in some other qualified capacity. 

 

Specific requirements 

- to carry out a complex resource audit of a development area by application of Earth 

System Science and Heritage Science;  

- to formulate a strategic development plan by applying the principles of stakeholder 

management based on a participatory approach and develop strategically important 

inter-agency working relations in connection with regional planning, protection and 

remediation of cultural landscapes, including 

 - the application of relevant EU-legislation concerning the protection of  

    environment and cultural heritage; 

 - the application and interpretation of results of remote sensing and GIS in  

    resource assessment, environmental monitoring of cultural landscapes and  

    regional or local planning;   

 - formulation of strategic plans for regional planning including the protection  

    and, if necessary, the remediation of cultural landscapes; 

 - drafting of strategic plans for development of sustainable tourism in natural  

    protection areas and cultural landscapes including areas of particular  

    ecological sensitivity; 

 

Judgement and approach 

General requirements 

- demonstrate the ability to make assessments in the main field of study informed by 

relevant disciplinary, social and ethical issues and also to demonstrate awareness of 

ethical aspects of research and development work 

- demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in society 

and the responsibility of the individual for how it is used, and 

- demonstrate the ability to identify the personal need for further knowledge and take 

responsibility for his or her ongoing learning. 

 

Specific requirements 

- to discuss the nature of  the sustainable use of ecosystem services in the planning areas; 
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- to be aware of different means for communicating plans, decisions, results or emergency 

measures to the general public; 

- explain and motivate the need for conservation, remediation and development activities 

for a specific landscape, 

- to construct and maintain strategic regional, national and international networks in order 

to ensure smooth implementation of strategic development plans. 

 

 

5. Independent project (degree project) 

A requirement for the award of a Degree of Master (120 credits) is completion by the student 

of an independent project (degree project) for at least 30 credits in the main field of study. 

 

6. Entry requirements 

Wide range of entrants, but basic knowledge in natural sciences and in social sciences will be 

required. In order to allow the widest possible rate of entrants, entry-support courses should 

be provided for those, who need a better base to be able to successfully follow the 

programme.  

 

7. Language requirements 

Very good knowledge of English is required. At several partner institutions there are facilities 

for international students to improve their English. However, selection criteria in their home 

countries often involve exams in English.   



8 

 

Course template 
 

Course title:  

 

Course code:                                                   

ECTS Credit points:  

 

Course type, number of lessons:  

Method of assessment:  

Course in the curriculum (which semester is the course taught in):  

Entry requirements (if any):  

Course description: Information outlining the course requirements in a concise yet descriptive 

manner. 

Aim:  

 

 

 

Competences/expected learning outcomes:  

 

Knowledge and understanding:  

 

 

 

Skills and abilities:  

 

 

 

 

Judgement and approach:  

Literature 

Compulsory readings:  

 

Recommended readings: 

  

Course leader:     

Other contributors:  

Contact:  

 

 

 


